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A few things you will find in this edition

On-going formation

Washington DC Pilgrimage 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd training

Eucharistic Pilgrimage comes to Paterson!

Diocesan Communion Celebration

Diocesan Catechetical Handbook

Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini was beatified on November 13, 1938, by Pope Pius XI and

canonized by Pope Pius XII on July 7, 1946, making her the first United States
citizen to be canonized. Her feast day is celebrated on November 13 and she is the

patron saint of immigrants.

Mother Cabrini is the patron saint of the 2026 National Eucharistic Pilgrimage
Her inspiring legacy continues through the work of the Missionary Sisters of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, an order she founded, which continues to care for the poor

and marginalized in many countries worldwide.



Intro to Catechesis:
Online Option for

Catechist
Certification

      Intro to Catechesis is a 3-part series
required for all catechists in the diocese.
The program can be completed at your
own pace and at no cost by taking
advantage of our partnership with
Franciscan at Home. 

     This program will provide catechists
with the background necessary to be an
effective and authentic witness to the
faith. 

    Individual catechists may complete the
program on their own or catechetical
leaders can use the platform to facilitate
groups in their parish. 

   Workshops are available in English &
Spanish. Click the link or scan the QR
code to begin. Use St. Paul Inside the
Walls as your location.

Featuring Jeff Cavins, Scott Powell, Colin MacIver, along
with experienced Ascension Bible study leaders, this

summit is designed to support those who feel called to
serve their parish through Bible study leadership.

 
This isn't just another webinar. It is an opportunity to

step away for a few hours, grow in Christ, and be
renewed in the call to servant leadership.

 
Participants will be able to ask questions, interact with

other Bible study leaders, and learn more about
Ascension’s Bible studies and parish resources.

 
Whether you lead a Bible study in your parish, support
those who do, or know someone in your community who
would enjoy growing in Scripture and 
leadership, this afternoon was created 
with your parish community in mind.

 
                                         

Saints Series: 
St. Francis of Assisi

Wednesday, May 13  4pmth

Presented by 
Monsignor Anthony Figueiredo

Join us for this free webinar, part of our Saints
Series, to reflect on Saint Francis of Assisi. In
this series of free webinars, we will explore
the lives of different saints and expand our

faith through inspiring stories, reflection, and
practical application.

https://franciscanathome.com/diocese-paterson
https://franciscanathome.com/diocese-paterson
https://events.zoom.us/ev/Au4-Np4hULJ3fj6ruHFwO4gNLzUgQjEoFiNfZCgx3tCYzH3ZSGHJ~Am1KuV8cw1FZzMLJWikueNnXBLqF3lbMimjTFknNGUX77P3iEsaR_9snwQ?utm_source=Klaviyo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=4%2F2%2F26%20Bible%20Study%20Leader%20Summit%20%2801KMK1GNS8QV1X6RDNR5RR9EJG%29&_kx=w7zFHfkJWwu0zCW11_m4MoPduZUxSnW7EJJkxuzQTc2h5N_McfKhhkLLwpEErp_a.TcpZhH
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https://www.aslcatholicmedia.com/
https://www.ncpd.org/disability-ministry/deafness-hearing-loss
https://ncod.org/
https://deafcatholicphilly.org/religious-sign-app/
https://ascensionpress.com/collections/hands-of-grace-the-catholic-sacraments-in-american-sign-language




As the United States of America commemorates the 250th
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence in

2026, the USCCB joins this celebration by lifting up the
contributions of Catholics and the impact of our faith on the

history of this country.

In a historic moment, the U.S. bishops will consecrate the United
States to the Sacred Heart of Jesus on June 11, 2026, and invite all

parishes to join in this consecration.

Click the image to learn more at USCCB.org

https://www.usccb.org/weholdthesetruths


https://rcdop.org/national-eucharistic-pilgrimage-2026


Level 1 training is
coming to our area
September 2026!

Click the pamphlet
or scan the code for

more information
and registration.

https://insidethewalls.org/documents/2026/4/Level%201%20Formation%20brochure%201-02271%20smr%20edited.pdf
https://files.ecatholic.com/5252/documents/2026/4/Level%201%20Formation%20brochure%201-02271%20smr%20edited.pdf?t=1775654774000


Safe Environment requirements for
parish catechetical leaders

Ensure all volunteers over the age of 18 have completed background checks,
a code of conduct, and Virtus Safe Environment training. 

Present “Empowering God’s Children” to religious education students in
grades 1 and 4 every year 

Submit the annual audit to your parish Safe Environment Coordinator or
Diocesan Office of Child & Youth Protection

Note, this is not a comprehensive list of Safe Environment requirements. Please see the
full policy at https://www.chancery.rcdop.org/child-protection

Eric Wilsusen
Director, Child & Youth Protection

ewilsusen@patersondiocese.org

Nicole Pizza-George
Admin, Child & Youth Protection

ngeorge@patersondiocese.org

The new Handbook & 
Compendium are

available in
 digital format 

Check them out and
give us your feedback.
We do not recommend

printing in case updates
are made. 

https://insidethewalls.org/diocesan-catechetical-handbook


Every three years, each Diocese in the USA has the graced opportunity to make
a scheduled pilgrimage as one Diocesan family with their Bishop to the National

Shrine in the nation's capital. 
2026 is once again "our year"! Please note the two-day and one-day option.

Resources and activities will be available in both Spanish and English.

Experience the “Way of Beauty”

https://www.patersondiocese.org/marian-pilgrimage-2026


Forming Leaders in Catechesis
Check out what we have been up to

Active LearningActive Learning  
ApproachesApproaches

withwith  
Dr. Joseph WhiteDr. Joseph White

Active Learning 
Approaches

with 
Dr. Joseph White

The Heart 
of Prayer

study series 

The Heart 
of Prayer

study series 



Pilgrimage to World Youth Day
Seoul, South Korea

Trip Date: Aug 1, 2027-Aug 10, 2027

Join Verso Ministries and the Dioceses of Paterson,
Metuchen and Trenton for a life-changing week on

pilgrimage. Experience the global Church firsthand amidst
the unique and vibrant story of Catholicism in Korea. From
remarkable saints, bustling markets, and moving shrines to

Mass with the Pope and sleeping under the stars, join
millions of Catholic young people in this worldwide

encounter and celebration. You’ll never experience God,
the Church, or your faith the same way again.

https://versoministries.com/departures/wyd-seoul-2027-dioceses-of-paterson-and-metuchen/
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